Subluxation/luxation of the second carpal bone in two racing greyhounds and a Staffordshire bull terrier.
Subluxation of the second carpal bone (C2) in two racing greyhounds, and luxation associated with other carpal injuries in a Staffordshire bull terrier, were diagnosed as causes of thoracic limb lameness. The clinical signs of subluxation were subtle, with local soft tissue swelling and a pain reaction on digital pressure over the dorsal aspect of C2. In contrast, the dog with a complete luxation was very lame, having marked soft tissue swelling with carpal hyperextension and valgus. Diagnosis was made by radiography. Subluxation of C2 was seen as a small, dorsally displaced opacity between the proximal and distal rows of carpal bones on the mediolateral view and, on the oblique view taken in only one case, as a marked dorsal displacement of one-third of the proximal joint surface of C2. In the case of luxation, C2 appeared on the mediolateral view lying dorsal to the radial carpal bone. There was also fracture of C4. Both greyhounds were treated by internal fixation and returned to racing. The Staffordshire bull terrier was treated by pancarpal arthrodesis with a successful outcome.